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ABOUT 45 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DINNER MEETING 
ON APRIL 17, 2008 at the DoubleTree Hotel.   Complimentary cocktails and dinner 
were served.  After dinner, outgoing President Marie Trainor introduced the new officers 
and directors of the Alsip Industrial Association for the 2008-2009 year.   

The new officers are:  

·  President:            Louis, Kocsis, Jr., Kocsis Bros. Machine Co., Inc. 

·  Vice-President:   Brad Grove, Grove Masonry Maintenance, Inc.  

·  Treasurer:           Gary Wesner, Great Lakes Bank 

The new director, elected by ballot, is: 

·  Arnie Franker of Industrial Welder  Rebuilders, Inc.   Arnie previously served on the 
Alsip Industrial Association board several years ago, and served as Chairman of the 
Membership Committee.  The Association looks forward to his return.   

The retiring director is:  

·  Mike Leonard of First Midwest Bank served on the Board for four years.  He served 
as Treasurer, Vice President and President during his term.  Outgoing President 
Marie Trainor thanked him for his years of service and dedication to the board.         

Mayor Kitching was our guest in attendance and was asked to give an update on 
the Village.  Highlights were: The village is pro-business and would like to help 
companies in Alsip.   The D-Lux Budget Hotel on Cicero Avenue is going to be sold; 
there are some interested parties; however no one has signed a “letter of intent: yet.  
Starbucks pulled their leases and will not be coming to Alsip.  The Home Depot Store is 
doing well; Wa-Mu Bank is going to build a facility on the property to the rear south of 
Home Depot.  As far as the economy—townhomes are still being built along with 
commercial and industrial buildings in Alsip, so the town has not been affected that 
much.  The sales receipts have always been on the low side, but are expected to hold 
the line because of Home Depot and other associated businesses.  Greif Brothers at 
4300 West 130th Street may be moving out of the area because of the economy.  They 
have a sizeable piece of property.  The Frosted Mug on Pulaski is closed; the owner of 
the property found out that the Frosted Mug had no insurance on the building or 
property.   
 

Lastly, the proposed changes to the Alsip Industrial Association By-Laws were 
presented to the membership for approval.  The first change made was reflecting 
gender—where the gender “ he”  is used has been changed to “ he or she”  and 
“ his”  to “ his or her.”   The second change involves the term of the director.  
Currently, a director can serve only three years on the Board except for the 
retiring president if he or she is already in the third year of his or her term.   The 
change would allow a director an option to serve an additional year and the 
retiring President, if in his or her fourth year may serve an additional year as 
director.  The third change is the addition of an Indemnification paragraph, Article 
XV.  Those present at the annual meeting approved all changes.   
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 The Alsip Industrial Association By-Laws may be viewed in its entirety on our 
website.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

        

                           
   2008/2009 Officers                 Arnie and Marge Franker             Mayor Kitching, Henry Flock 
 
                          

 
                                  
“““ SSSAAAVVVEEE   TTTHHHEEE   DDDAAATTTEEE”””     OOOFFF   MMMOOONNNDDDAAAYYY,,,   SSSEEEPPPTTTEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   888,,,   
222000000888,,,   ttt ooo    aaattt ttt eeennn ddd    ttt hhh eee   AAA nnn nnn uuu aaalll    AAA lll sss iii ppp    IIInnn ddd uuu sss ttt rrr iii aaalll    AAA sss sss ooo ccc iii aaattt iii ooo nnn    &&&    AAA lll sss iii ppp    
CCChhh aaammm bbb eeerrr    ooo fff    CCCooo mmm mmm eeerrr ccc eee   GGGooo lll fff    OOOuuu ttt iii nnn ggg    aaattt    ttt hhheee   CCCrrr yyysss ttt aaalll    TTTrrr eeeeee   CCCooo uuu nnn ttt rrr yyy 
CCClll uuu bbb    iii nnn    OOOrrr lll aaannn ddd    PPPaaarrr kkk ...   Come and enjoy the day playing golf on 

the beautiful and challenging greens of the golf course.  Then after golf, cocktails 
and dinner will be served in the new dramatic 55,000 square foot clubhouse 
overlooking the 18th hole.  An announcement and reservation form will be sent out 
within the next couple of weeks.    
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The Village received a yearly volume cap allocation from the state based on a per 
resident amount which can be used for certain tax-exempt private activity bonds.  
Previously the Village has transferred their allocation to Stern Brothers & 
Company for specific projects.  This year Stern Brothers proposed that the Village 
consider participation in the Assist 2008 Program with this year’s volume cap.   
 
The program assists first time homebuyers in Alsip with payment of certain items 
as origination fee, discount fee and closing costs up to a maximum of 4.25%.  The 
village has to pass an Ordinance to allow them to direct how the volume cap will 
be used otherwise the volume cap reverts back to the State.  All administrative 
functions will be handled by Stern Brothers and qualified participating financial 
institutions.  An Ordinance approving the transfer of the volume cap in connection 
with private activity bond issues and related matters was passed at the April 21, 
2008 Village Board Meeting. 
 
An Ordinance was passed amending Chapter 9 concerning Fire Prevention and 
Protection, Article IV, Hazardous Materials Discharges, Section 9-69, Cost and 
Penalties of the Alsip Municipal Code. 
 
Approval was given to enter into a three-year contract with Integrys Energy, the 
Village’s current supplier for pump station electricity.  By locking in a three year 
contract rather than one year will result in a savings for the Village of $15,000 to 
$20,000 per year. 
 



 
 
Authorization was given for an emergency purchase of two replacement sodium 
hypochlorite generator cells from Chemical Pump at a cost not to exceed $23,000 
including shipping.  The current cells are malfunctioning and the chlorine 
generators are not operating.  The normal life span for these cells is 5 to 7 years 
and the Village’s units are 8 years old.  Only one of the new replacement cells will 
be installed and the second will be used as a backup.   
 
A request for emergency approval to contract for the repair of two sewer basins at 
Heritage II was granted.  The pits are open creating a dangerous situation.  
 
Authorization was given to go out for bid for 336 replacement windows for 
Heritage I apartments.   
 
An on-site traffic enforcement speed trailer will be purchased through Decatur 
Radar in an amount not to exceed $9,300.  The total cost will be funded using IPRF 
grant monies. 
 
The bid opening for the 2008 Street Resurfacing Program was held on April 10, 
2008.  The lowest bid was received from Crowley-Sheppard Asphalt in the amount 
of $211,063.50, and they were subsequently awarded the contract.  They will begin 
work on Monday, April 28.  Phase One of their year’s program includes 122nd 
Street from Cicero Avenue to 44th Street, and 44th Street from 122nd Street  to 123rd 
street.  119th Street from Kostner east to Pulaski Road and Laramie Avenue from 
117th Street south to 119th Street will go out for bid in May.   
 
An Ordinance was passed approving a five-year Agreement for refuse collection 
services between the Village of Alsip and Allied Waste Services. There will be no 
monthly cost charge to the single-family homeowner at this time. 
 
Alsip Clean-Up Day was held on Saturday, April 19, 2008.  A total of 4.9 tons of 
trash was picked up by volunteers in the rain.   
 
The Village’s Property & Casualty insurance expire on May 1, 2008.    The Village’s 
insurance broker, Boyle, Flagg & Seaman solicited quotes from various insurance 
providers.  The Village’s current property and casualty carriers provided renewal 
proposals which reflect a 2.1% increase over last year’s cost.  The total cost 
would be $363,697, which the Village approved. 
 
The Village’s Health Insurance Program also expired on May 1, 2008.  Quotes were 
received from various providers.    Allied  Benefit Systems, AIG, and Reliance Life,  
as third party administrator, reinsurance carrier and life insurance provider, 
respectively were approved with the total cost being $446,395.00, which is a 12.1%  
increase over the previous year.  These costs do not include paid claims, as the 
Village is self-insured for these expenses.  
 
The replacement of the boat launch deck surface will begin in June.  In addition to 
this project, many improvements have been initiated at the boat launch.     
 
The newest member of the Alsip Police Department was introduced on the April 28 
Village Meeting-K-9 dog, Duke, along with his handler Officer John McHale.  The 
K-9 police units patrol the streets and if they encounter dangerous criminals, their 
K-9 partners have one mission: to protect their officer by whatever means 
necessary.  K-9 Duke also received a bullet resistant vest from  Illinois Vest-a-Dog,  
which is a non-profit organization dedicated to  protecting  the  lives  of  K-9 dogs  



 
 
through the donation of bullet resistant vests.  The goal of Illinois Vest-a-Dog is to  
supply a bulletproof vest for every police dog in Illinois.  They receive funds by 
conducting fundraisers or through donors, either individual or organizations.  The 
donors also have the option of selecting the next dog on the list or reviewing the 
list to select the K-9 of their choice.  K-9 Duke received a vest from money raised 
by a 13 year old girl from Naperville, IL.  She was recognized at the meeting. The 
total cost of the vest was $825.00.   
 
An Ordinance was passed amending Chapter 12, Licenses, Permits and Business 
Regulations, Article XXIII Landlord Licensing of the Alsip Municipal Code, which 
concerns the licensing of landlords of residential properties. 
 
Approval was given to contract with Diamond Pool for 22 weeks for the cleaning 
and maintenance of the pools at Heritage I and Heritage II.  The cost for Heritage I 
is $4,198 plus chemicals and the cost for Heritage II is $6,970 plus chemicals.  
Diamond pool was the lowest price received and has serviced both pools in the 
past and performed well.  They were also given approval to paint and fill the 
cracks in the pool at Heritage I at a cost of $5,540.  If a second coat is necessary 
to seal leaks in the pool, it will cost an additional $1,511.00.  This expenditure has 
been appropriated in the 2008-2009 budget.  
 
The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation has approved a grant of $13,285 
for the Village for energy efficient upgrades to indoor lighting systems in the 
Village Hall, Police Station and both Fire Stations and Public Works Building.  The 
Village employees that were instrumental in helping to get this grant were 
commended.   
 
The request from Restvale Cemetery at 11700 and Laramie for permission to keep 
a trailer on their property until September, 2009 so they can rebuild their 
maintenance building that was damaged by fire was denied.   The mayor stated 
that it has been 2 ½ years since the fire and they have not even started rebuilding 
the maintenance building. 
 
The request from Alsip Certified Store at 11732 South Pulaski road for a roof sign 
permit which would be constructed out of 2x4 and 2x3 wood and secured to the 
roof by heavy duty metal straps and large bolts was also denied.  The owner 
started putting up the sign without a permit and the request has to be submitted 
to the Planning & Zoning Commission with the proper paperwork for their review 
and recommendation.   
 
An Ordinance was passed amending the Alsip Municipal Code, regulating 
temporary portable storage units. 
 
Alsip Industrial Association Director, Jeff Poynter, was again appointed by the 
Mayor to serve on the Alsip Electrical Commission.    
 
There is a request from T.C. Inc. to allow nine various games and one jukebox in 
their business at 5055 West 111th Street, which use to be B.G. Fellows and is now 
going to be a sports bar. The current Ordinance allows a limit of three games of all 
types in a B-3 Zoning District.  The board will allow two pool tables, two video golf 
games, two mega touch games and two jukeboxes, but no poker machines will be 
allowed.  
 
 



 
 
 
The Village will hire a private contractor to trim weeds and clean up abandoned 
and neglected properties in Alsip  while the village continues to try and  locate the  
owners.  When the property owners are found, they will be held responsible for 
the cost of the clean up.   The Village will spend up to $5,000 to get the project 
started. 
 
 

 
     ALSIP  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM  UPDATE 

 
 

Alsip Scholarship applications are being reviewed by the Alsip Industrial 
Association & Alsip Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Fund Committee.  The 
results are being tallied.  Winners will be announced in the next Newsletter.   
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Monday, September 8, 2008 at Crystal Tree Country Club in 
Orland Park.  Watch for upcoming announcement and reservation form.  
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December 11, 2008 at the Double-Tree Hotel.  More information to 
follow in upcoming newsletters.   
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